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is   predominant   in   the   ethnology   of   Lower Bengal.
The earnest, militant Puritanical spirit of Islam, the quiet, commercial, philanthropic, and (until recently) non-political habits of the Parsis, and the active, energetic, materialistic tendencies of European civilisation, have added important elements to our social ideas, which can in no way be measured by the numerical insignificance of the people who were responsible for their introduction into India. These three streams have poured their waters into the broad river of Indian civilisation within historical times, and have not themselves been free from the reflex influences which so passive and catholic a system as that of the Hindus was certain to exert on everything that came into contact with it. I have not mentioned the Syrian Christianity of the south and the interesting Beni Israil community of Bombay, because they have completely assimilated themselves to Indian conditions, and were it not that they were labelled with the names of Christianity and Judaism respectively, they would easily pass for a sect or school of thought in the all - absorbing Hindu system. Modern Christianity, as represented by post-Muhammadan missionary effort, is represented by the influences of European ideas, which we have taken into account. Those influences are dominated by the feeling of a complex pride of race and nationality ^hich has stamped itself on